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Definition

The Uniform Chart of Accounts for Public Health is

• a standard

• for reporting expenditures and revenues (FTE optional)

• for individual public health programs and capabilities



Why is it important to know how much is 
spent on public health programs?

• Increasing demands for accountability of public resources

• educate stakeholders

•Budgets are constrained

• need to maximize available resources

•Ongoing changes that impact public health system

• emergencies (COVID-19), structural changes (ACA), shrinking workforce



https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/annual/state/KS

https://www.americashealthrankings.org/explore/annual/measure/PH_funding/state/KS
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Core Measures
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Core Health Measures ↔ UCOA

Core Health Measure Uniform COA Program or Capability

Obesity Obesity

Cardiovascular Deaths Cardiovascular

Diabetes Diabetes
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UCOA as Organization Chart



How it works

• The Uniform Chart of Accounts (UCOA) complements –

but does not replace – participating public health 

agencies’ COAs

• Public health agencies crosswalk – or map – financial 

information from their agency-specific COA to the UCOA

• Financial information reported includes expenditures

and revenues, broken down into key categories

• Closed fiscal years



Using The UCOA Data

State and local agencies are using or 

planning to use UCOA data to:

• Support budgeting and external reporting

• Identify gaps in funding

• Find programs that are “bleeding”

• Evaluate spending levels for foundational 

capabilities, and how they are funded





UCOA Data

Annual

• Most recent closed fiscal year

• Multiple years of data encouraged

Comprehensive

• 50 Major Programs and Capabilities

• Expenditure and revenue categories



Becoming Involved

• Contact us: phast@uw.edu

• Review & sign MOU

• Complete online training & crosswalking, and report data

• Access data dashboard for all participating agencies

• (Optional) Share your experience with PHAST staff

• (Optional) Provide input on training module

Learn more at our website: coa.phastdata.org 

View public visualizations: phastdata.org/viz/coa-dashboard
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