 Special Needs Populations Assessment Toolkit                                                                                                                                               
Local Emergency Planners and Response Partners please feel free to share these tools with your community partners to assist you in determining your special population needs, resources, gaps & progress.  When sending out questionnaires and/or the brochure you may want to consider providing some type of public education regarding realistic expectations of emergency services during and after an incident and the importance of individual preparedness planning. 
1.  Local Special Needs Population Assessment Tool

This tool is made to allow you to skip sections if they do not apply to your community.  Each section was put on a separate page, so if you only wanted to print that section you could do so easily.  You can also move sections to make a shorter document, if you prefer that format.  There may be unique special populations in your community that are not listed and could be added at the end of the assessment tool.  The planning considerations will include discussion of the need and the progress made towards accommodating that need as N/A (Not Applicable), No Action, Partial Progress or Complete.   
2.  Organization/Agency Questionnaire and Household Questionnaire  
The organization or agency questionnaire is meant to identify and facilitate conversations with those organizations &/or agencies that serve the special populations in your jurisdiction.  These organizations &/or agencies could then use the questionnaire for households to elicit needs and gaps of those they serve.  You, as local planners could also use the household questionnaire as an option to elicit the needs and gaps of those special needs populations in your communities.  Specific contact information and a current date will need to be added.  The household questionnaire will also be available in Spanish soon.
3.  Brochure

Many counties have already sent out letters or brochures to their special needs populations.  For those of you who have not, the brochure provided is in Word format, allowing you to adapt and use it easily.  The brochure will also be available in Spanish soon. 
