
Utilizing KS-EDSS for Quality 
Performance Measures 

KALHD Mid-Year Meeting 
June 22, 2011 

 
Virginia Barnes, MPH 

Director, Surveillance Systems 

To Protect the Health and Environment of all Kansans by Promoting Responsible Choices. 
 



What is a Performance Measure? 

 The specific representation of a capacity, 
process, or outcome deemed relevant to 
the assessment of performance. A 
performance measure is quantifiable and 
can be documented. 
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Criteria for Effective 
Performance Measures 

• Validity 

• Reliability 

• Minimize Burden 

• Access 

• Fairness 

• Actionable 

• Communication value 
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Why Track Performance 
Measures in KS-EDSS? 

• Public Health Preparedness Capabilities 
– Capability 13 

• Function 1: Conduct public health surveillance and 
detection 

• Function 2: Conduct public health and epidemiological 
investigations 

• Function 3: Recommend, monitor, and analyze 
mitigation actions 

• Function 4: Improve public health surveillance and 
epidemiological investigation systems 
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Why Track Performance 
Measures in KS-EDSS? 

• PHAB Accreditation 

– COMING JULY 1, 2011: The following accreditation 
materials will be available to the public: 

• Guide to National Public Health Department 
Accreditation Version 1.0  

• Public Health Department Accreditation Standards and 
Measures Version 1.0  

• 2011/2012 Fee Schedule  

• PHAB Educational Services  
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PHAB Performance Measures 
Standard 1.1 B: Collect and maintain reliable, comparable, and valid 

data that provide information on conditions of public health 
importance and on the health status of the population. 

 

Standard 1.2 B: Analyze public health data to identify trends in health 
problems, environmental public health hazards, and social and 
economic risk that affect the public’s health. 

 
Standard 1.3 B: Provide and use the results of health data analysis to 

develop recommendations regarding public health policy, 
processes, programs or interventions. 

 
Standard 2.1.5 B: Monitor timely reporting of notifiable diseases, lab 

test results, and investigation results. 
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Tracking Performance Measures 

• Performance quality 

– Timeliness indicators 

• Additional fields to be added to KS-EDSS 
– LHD Report Date 

– Case Creation Date 

– Investigation Start Date 

– Investigation Complete Date 

– Case Closed Date 

• Date quality 

– Quality Indicator Tracking 

 





Why Track Quality Indicators? 

• Improve individual investigation data quality 
 
• Better data for use in future projects 
 
• Send more complete picture of disease in Kansas 

to CDC 
 
• Determine how we can make KS-EDSS more user 

friendly 
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Quality Indicator specifics   

• Quality indicators are assessed on a monthly 
basis on a county, regional and state level 

 

• Frequency of completion is calculated for each 
variable. 

– TB cases are not included 
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Core Indicator Fields: 

Address : 

 Street Line 1 

 City 

 County 

 Zip 

Died 

Date of Birth 

Ethnicity 

Hospitalized 

Imported 

Race 

Sex 

Onset Date 

Supplemental Form Status 

 Complete 

 Partial 
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Address Fields 
• Out of state cases will not factor into frequency 

• Calculation do not include Animal Rabies cases 
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Died 

•This field is located on the Case Reporting tab 
under the Investigation Information section. 
•If field is marked ‘Unknown’ it is not considered 
complete. 
•You may mark ‘Unknown’ to create a new case, 
but it must be changed to be considered 
complete. 
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Date of Birth •This calculation does not 
include Animal Rabies. 
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Ethnicity 
•If field is marked ‘Unknown’ it is not 
considered complete. 
•You may mark ‘Unknown’ to create a 
new case, but it must be changed to be 
considered complete. 



Hospitalized 

•This field is located on the Case Reporting tab in the 
Hospital Information section. 

•Marking field ‘Unknown’ will not be considered complete 
for this analysis. 
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Imported 
 

Did patient contract 
the disease in 

Kansas? 
 

Did patient get ill 
while traveling? 

Out of Jurisdiction? 
Out of State? 

Out of Country? 
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Race 
•If field is marked ‘Unknown’ it is not considered 
complete. 
•You may mark ‘Unknown’ to create a new case, but it 
must be changed to be considered complete. 
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Sex 

•If field is marked ‘Unknown’ it is not considered 
completed. 

•You may mark ‘Unknown’ to create a new case, but 
it must be changed to be considered complete 

•This indicator has consistently been 100% complete. 
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Onset Date 

•Calculation does not 
include chronic disease: 

•Hepatitis B 

•Hepatitis C 

•Calculation also does 
not include : 

•Rabies, Animal 

To Protect the Health and Environment of all Kansans by Promoting Responsible Choices. 



Supplemental Form Status 
• Indicator calculated to 
show percentage marked 
‘Form Complete’ or ‘Form 
Approved’ 

•Second indicator 
calculated to show 
percentage of “Partially 
Complete” using ‘Form in 
Progress’ option 

•You should use this field as 
you work an investigation 
to track your work on the 
supplemental form. 
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Dissemination Methods 

• State level data will be reported monthly in 
the Epi Updates newsletter. 
– Posted monthly to BEPHI website. 

 

• Email county and regional level data reports to 
KS-EDSS users and LHD administrators on a 
monthly basis. 

 

• Suggestions? 
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Forthcoming Email Report - County 
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Forthcoming Email Report - Region 
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Future Goals  

• Add additional core field: 
– “Diagnosis Date” will need to be tracked to meet 

Preparedness grant requirements for Capacity 13 

• Add disease-specific data quality indicators 
– Enteric 

• Symptoms 
• Food history 

– Vaccine-preventable disease 
• Symptoms 
• Vaccination history 

– Vector-borne 
• Symptoms 
• Exposures 
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Questions? 

Susan Dickman 
KS-EDSS Coordinator 
(785) 296-7732 
ksedssadmin@kdheks.gov 
 
or 
 
Virginia Barnes 
Director, Surveillance Systems 
(785) 296-6543 
vbarnes@kdheks.gov 
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